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Greetings -- to all Ohio school librarians, whether members of our asso-- 
ciation or not. We feel that it is time to inform you of some of the 
latest developments in school library circles which may be of interest 
to you. 

Since our space is limited, we're going to get right down to busi- 
ness and discuss the questions presented at the library conference held 
in Columbus on January 28 and sponsored by the State Department of Edu- 
cation, the Ohio Education Association, and the Ohio Library Association. 
This, of course, is for those who could not attend the meeting. We are 
sorry that the librarians in attendance far outnumbered the administra- 
tors, because, as Miss Heller said at the conference, "We have been talk- 
ing to ourselves" too long. We certainly do need to gain the support of 
other groups in order to further our program. With such people working 
for us, however, as Dr. John H. Herrick, Head of the Survey Division of 
Ohio State and Dr. Hissong, Superintendent of Public Instruction, we 
should be able to get somewhere in our efforts to equalize library ser- 
vice in schools and to make our administrators realize the growing im- 
portance of the centralized library. 

Dr. Hissong opened the discussion. We liked his statement, "If good 
books aren't where you can put your finger on them, you will use infer- 
ior tools." 

Mr. E. E. Holt, Superintendent of the Springfield schools said that 
he likes to think of a library as the center of the school just as much 
as a public library is the center of culture in a town. The librarian 
needs to be a master teacher. She also needs to go to other departments, 
such as the shop and music departments, to see what is being done, just 
as much as those teachers need to come to the library. We need to have 
audio-visual aids centered in the library, too. He believes that there 
are many things we can do without facilities, if we try: We must do 
something to adequately finance libraries -- and will soon! 

Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, Director of School Libraries, State Dept. 
of Public Instruction, North Carolina, had many suggestions to offer on 
what constitutes good library service. First of all, we mst have the 
cooperation of the superintendent, the principal, and the teachers. The 
librarian should have the same status as teachers, and the library should 
have a regular budget. She thinks we should work for the $1.50 per pupil 
minimum for our book-buying budget. To be up-to-date, we should have 
provision for pre-viewing films and listening to records. Mrs. Douglas 

















its a firm believer in a large central library, and she firmly believes 
that we need to work for a state supervisor of libraries. We enjoyed this 
bit of wisdom which she quoted to us: "It ain't the things you know that 
gets you into trouble, it's the things you know for sure that ain't so." 

Miss Isabel Nolan, Chairmen of the Research Committee of the 0.A.S.L. 
reported some revealing statistics which she gathered from the annual re- 
ports sent by schools to the State Department of Education. The report 
covered 1210 Ohio schools. We shail not publish the full text of her re- 
port, since Miss Nolan is planning to do an article for the Chio schools 
on this; however, we should like to mention some of the resvilts of the 
study. She found that Ohio school library service is in many cases far 
below recognized standards. Most of her comparisons were made with A.L.A. 
standards, which are higher than North Central, but many of the schools 
do not meet with the latter, either. One of the most obvious results of 
the study was the indication of lack of uniformity in quality and quan- 
tity of service, generally with the small school suffering most. Again 
it would seem that a state library supervisor would be the solution to 
many of ovr problems. 

Mr. Crawford J. Bower, School Supverisor, presented the status of 
school library service in Ohio as seen by a representative of the State 
Department of Education. He felt that in order to get a true picture of 
the situation it is necessary to see a library in function with other 
parts of the schocl. Many schools are not built to accormodate libraries 
and many are not in an attractive environment. There is yet a great need 
for trained librarians, and there needs to be an adjustment of the time 
allowed in the library for the person who is called a librarian. Selec- 
tion of periodicals is usually good and reference material has improved 
in our schools. One of the weakest points of all is the lack of instruc~ 
tion in the use of the library. 

The panel which discussed “What Can Be Done to Improve the School 
Library Service in Chio?" consisted of John H. Herrick; A.E. Gower, 

Sup't. of Ross County Schools; Mary Pooley, Librarian, Withrow High 
School, Cincinnati; Merritt C. Nauts, Principal of DeVilbiss High School, 
Toledo; H. L. Bowman, Sup't. of Schools, Bowling Green; and Miss Freda 
Heller, Librarian of the University High School, Columbus. 

A few pertinent facts brought out were: 

We need to get across information to other groups besides librarians, 
and. we need to know people who can influence. 

Adrinistrators have been indifferent to libraries. This is probably 
everybody's fault. 

There is a definite correlation between the reading habits of ele- 
mentary students, secondary students and adults. The elerentary students' 
reading needs are often neglected too much. 

For some unbelievable reason, library service is not considered part 
of the "bread-and-butter" of our schools. 

Teacher training schools need to train student teachers to take a 
more definite interest in librarics. Librarians themselves should set 








aside some time to actually instruct teachers in the use of materials. 

School administrators of Ohio will hold a conference during the 

summer at Cedar Point. Now is the time to convince your superintendents 
f the problems. 

Miss Helen B. Lewis, School Library Supervisor of the Cleveland 
Public Library, very ably summarized thse proceedings of the entire 
meeting. 

This conte 
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‘ence has really give us a “shot in the arm” because we 

% we have the backing of other groups besides librarians. 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARTANS 

HOLDS MEETING IN CHICAGO, = JANUARY 20-23 
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Miss Virginia Hollinger, was the 0.A.S.L. representative at the 
Council of the above-mentioned organization. The American Association 
of School Librarians is governed by two bodies; 1) the Board, which con- 
sists of the chairman, vice-chairman, secretary, treasurer, the retiring 
chairman, and three directors; and 2) the Council. The Council consists 
of a represcntative from cach state, one from each territory, and one 
from Canada. The representative is the president or chairman of the 
state school library organization, or someone that the president or chair- 
man of this state orgainzation has officially appointed to represent him 
in his place. Each state has but one representative on the Council with 
the exception of those states where there are separate school library 
associations for Negroes; for these states, both the Negro and white 
associations appoint representatives to serve on the Council. 

Representatives were present from 32 states. 

Our national association has the following committees: Standing-- 
Budget; Constitution; Public Relations; Reading for Background; Statis- 
tics; Audio-Visual; Magazine Evaluation; Membership; Planning School 
Library Quarters. Special-- Honorary members; Implementing School Li- 
brary Standards; International School Aotivities; School Library Budgets. 

Mr. Kenneth Oberholtzer, Superintendent of the Denver public schools, 
spoke before the group at the luncheon moeting Saturday noon. His talk 
on “How Can School Librarians Interest School Administrators in Improv- 
ing School Libraries?" was highlighted by the following: “Have school 
librarians kept abreast of the practices and objectives of good proce- 
dure in the schools and have they made their practices in harmony?.... 
Make pupils and teachers salesmen for the library; the librarian rst be 
more aggressive and sure of the worth of her program. Is the librarian 
in essence a teacher, a cooperative momber of the teaching group, and do 
her school interests go beyond the walls of her library?...To obtain 
sufficient clerical and »rofessional help the school librarian might 
make a time study of her activities, and in this work she could obtain 
the help of her local Civil Service Comuission.... Librarians must have 
strong organizations in cducation associations and more intimate asso- 
ciation with the N.E.A. -- in fact, they should have department status 
in the N.E.A. 





CLEARING THE SLATE 


If you know any school librarians (part-time or full-time) who would 
like to receive more information concerning our organization, please let 
our Publicity Chairman, Miss Miriam Wilson, kmow. You may write her at 
Fairmont High School, Dayton 9, Ohio. 

We shall be pleased to know of any changes of personnel in Ohio 
school libraries from time to time and shall welcome any items of inter- 
estabout the activities of various local organizations. 

Have you read Miss Reba Boomershine's article on the information 
file in the Dec. 15, 1948, issue of the Library Journal? Miss Boomer- 
shine is our vice-president and is librarian at Roosevelt Higk School in 
Dayton. She is also a member, as is Miss Helen Lewis, of the Joint Com- 
mittee of the 0.E.A. and O.L.A. which sponsored the Columbus workshop. 

Miss Mary Helen Pooley of Cincinnati, was also a contributor to the 
Library Journal in the September 15 issue. Her article was entitled "We 
Work Together at Withrow High". 

Miss Luella Kuhn, Shelby High School, has accepted chairmanship of 
the nominating committee for our next election. Other members are Miss 
Louise Lewis of Central High, Columbus, and Miss Margaret Weller of 
Buchtel High, Akron. 


Don't forget to make definite plans to come to the Columbus meet- 
ing in the latter part of October. Miss Heller is making arrangements 
for us to use the University High School as our headquarters, and a very 
interesting program is being planned. 


The Educational Council of the 0.E.A. has decided to study the ques- 
tion of department standing for our library association this year and 
"to determine the basis upon which new departments would be organized" 
and recognized." 

Mrs. Grayce Gamber, Ohio School for the Blind, is so enthusiastic 
about our organization that she has paid her dues twice, and Miss Mar- 
garet Durbin, Harding Junior High, went so far as to pay back dues, 
even though she just joined, because she thought we could use the money! 
We can, Miss Durbin: 

If you haven't paid your dues for the current year, ending Oct. 31, 
why don't you sign this, tear it off, and send it in with your dollar: 


Miss Bernice Kirkpatrick 
1021 East Main Street 
Coshocton, Ohio 


Dear Miss Kirkpatrick: 


Enclosed please find my dues for the current year. 


Signed 








